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~the uegroe t)ai, 1t plcvents tho na-

1ot

,lhw; been fighting wars of one kind or
bnother for the last 20 years, affer
! only five years of peace beginning in

— ety

‘kreated a federal paranoia toward se-
purity secvets. The publisher of the
"WNew York Times has commented,

foo many things because
wwant people to find out things that
hre embarrassing to them. .. . there
Bre tons of documents even from
s World War 13, which has been over
“P5 years now, that are still classified
becret, and 1 think it is a wonderful
ray if you have got an egg on your
ace to prevent anyone {rom knowing
At stamp it Seerel and put it away.”

Generally speaking, the govern-
1ent classification system for pre-
enting the cireulation of informa-
on involves degrees of protection.
'he highest is Top Secret, followed
y Secret, Confidentiial, and the low-
st is some form of Restricted. These
re the broad categories, but there
ay be subdivisions within cach lev-

s depending upon the frequency of
h'mffes as recommended by security
pecialists. In no instance have there
Reen recommendations for fewer
' lassifications. Rather, the investiga-
rs tend to push for move restraints.
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Wars increase the rubber SLamp

" ihg of papers. When one war follows
"gnother, the declassifiers never catch
YD to the classifiers. Psychologically,
‘ eclassn;ymd does not have the same

naturally, in the ranks of the Da-
- fpnse establishment there are more -
ficers raising the security than
.t 1ere are who are reducing security.

. The extreme lengths to whlch De-
Cfpnse will go is exemplified by the
P pany newspaper clippings that are
away in {the Pentagon library,

[" - 'mre fact that the United States

945, the end of World War 11, has

HGovernments often stamp Secret on :
they don't

ffect on the cgo as classnfym does,’

the "cop and the bottom as Confide-
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’dcstm(hou Howevar, these citizens

s

nderctand 4‘«.:-4 the Seay

tial or Secrct, and possibly Top S6-
cret. Presumahly the world has read
“the news story, but the fact that the
Defense establishinent is interested
in the story makes it eligible to be-
come & military secret.

A sccurity system wmust cxist for
military documents such as the plans
for defending the netion against at-
tack or plans for defending some oth-
er nation from attack. The next ques-
tion concerns the degree of secrecy:
Tow many officers showld be permit-
ted access to these pl?n.)" Obku sly,

"5L eabes :-a:gre@» Of..secrecy, Top

Secr et ﬂlu fewer ar e those who hav'l
access, Thus the sysian, by classiiy-
ing to differcnt degrees, is supposed
-to assure a distribution that involves
those who are concernsd; buf no one
‘else. The principal “No one c¢lse”
should be the enemy, but too fre-
quently the “no one else” is,; as Mr.
Sulzberger says, the persons who
might discover “You have got egg on
your face.”
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"A military tank that is dcvelopﬁd
at great cost {o the nation may be
“classified as a secret we capon until it
goes on the battiefield. It may also
be classified as a secret weapon
when it is a failure, in the hopes that.

~is what. Gﬂneral
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the present and not the past. Wn?t 3

happoned In World War 11 is hardly
a secret that has anvthmg to do with

the defense of the nation today. They .

disagree with thoughts ‘as expressed -

by General Mazwell Taylor, the for-
mer ambassador. to South Vietnam,
who has said, “A citizen should know
those thin gs he needs to know to he 2

good citizen and discharge his funce .

tions, not to get'in on secrets which
simply damage his
indirectly damage the citizen him-
self.” Few Americans agree that Bi 3ig

government and |

Bmthcr should watch over us, That

licve,

d\’]OI seems to ho- |

Several years ag go, wheh Allon W. '_'

Dulles was head of the C.LA, he ax
rived at a ‘security” conference ct
Quantico, Virginia, carrying his brief

case. Questioning newspapermen in- -
‘quired what he had within the case.

He opened it up for them to see, and
there was the New York Times.

‘Were he alive tomy and if the in-

ﬁbe showmr

)] o

neither the ensmy nor the iaxp’xyu' :_

will learn of the failure.

Several years ago an officer came

to Wawltown in a naval-airplane to :

altend a
The airplane was damaged in lang-

ing, and the Navy sought to prevent

ran account of the accident on the
grounds that military security would -
be violated. The embargo failed, hut
“provided a classic example of how a °

“military service tries to invoke secre-
¢y as a coverup for failure.

a resarve officers’ convention,

American citizens support thes :

general idea of security and believe
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quiry were the same, the casc would -
have been empty or hls secrets woll d




